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SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 

INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT LOCAL TASK FORCE  

Thursday, October 5, 2023, 3:00 – 5:00 pm  

Santa Cruz Civic Auditorium 

Tony Hill Room 

307 Church Street 

Santa Cruz CA 95060 

Hybrid Meeting Information 
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89319949592 

Meeting ID: 893 1994 9592 
One tap mobile 

+16694449171,,89319949592# US 
+16699006833,,89319949592# US (San Jose) 

Dial by your location 
• +1 669 444 9171 US 

• +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Please note: Members/alternates attending remotely cannot vote or count toward a quorum unless 
arranged in advance with “just cause.”] 
 
Voting Members Present: Scott Newsome (SC), Bob Nelson (SC), Jessica Kahn (Cap), Will Smith 

(Wat), Tami Stolzenthaler (Wat, alt.)  

Alternates Present: Leslie O’Malley (SC alt) Danielle Green (Wat alt online). 

Absent: Justin Cummings (County, chair), Felipe Hernandez (County, vice-chair) Jacob Guth 

(County, citizen rep), Alexander Pedersen (Cap, alt), Rene Golder (SC, alt), Allan Timms (SV), 

Eduardo Montesino (Wat). 

Task Force Staff: Beau Hawksford (County), Darcy Pruitt (County) 

Agency Staff: Christina Horvat (County). 

Guests: Jakki Castorena-Davila (EI), Claudia Villalta-Mejia (EI), Laura Chain (CalRecycle online), 

Brian Fontes (County online), Colida Johnson (GWR online), Angelica Flores (GWR online), 

Victoria Nava-McClellan (GWR online), Matthew Lyles (Grey Bears online).  
 

 

AGENDA 

 

1) Welcome and Quorum Verification 

• Quorum present, Chair & Vice-Chair absent, County Task Force staff started meeting at 

3:05 PM 

 

2) Oral communications – Public 

• No public comments made to the commission. 

 

3) Oral communications - Task Force members/alternates 

• No comments made by commissioners. 

 

4) Approval – June 1, 2023 meeting minutes 

• Member Bob Nelson moved to approve the June meeting minutes, Member Will Smith 

seconded the motion. Voice vote resulted in unanimous approval of June meeting minutes. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89319949592
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5) Guest presentation (Attachment A) – Green Business and Green Schools Update by Environmental 

Innovations 

• Jakki Castorena-Davila and Claudia Villalta-Mejia of Environmental Innovations shared 

information with commissioners about new programs to provide Green Business resources 

to small businesses in the County. Jakki presented information on free energy upgrade 

programs provided to businesses that use less than 50kWh or meet other small business 

criteria to qualify for PG&E’s “Simplified Savings” program. Jakki also outlined the “Turn 

the Tide” program to increase the use of free reusable food ware by providing grants to 

small businesses to purchase reusables. Jakki’s final update provided an overview on the 

Green Schools initiative to assist local schools to become green businesses and train their 

students to be environmentally aware citizens. Claudia provide updates on recognition 

events held to acknowledge Green Schools program participants, and explained about the 

outreach to businesses to increase participation in the Green Business program through the 

Novembrewery Challenge. EI worked with 25 breweries throughout the county this year.  
 

6) Staff presentation 5-Year Plan Update (Attachment B) – Review staff prepared Review/Report 

Outline and preliminary report update analysis. Discuss 2024 Task Force meeting schedule to 

manage statutory approval schedule. 

• Staff provided an update on the five-year review report and discussed next steps with 

commission members. Bob Nelson asked questions about the remaining data requirements. 

Staff responded to questions and members asked commission staff to share “final draft” 

numbers with members and their staff in advance of the December meeting to ensure time 

for fact checking. 
 

7) Staff update and Commission Discussion - Debris Management, Climate Change, and Climate 

Action Plan Collaboration 

• Bob Nelson moved to table this item to be brought back in December when members who 

requested the discussion are present. Will Smith seconded. The motion was approved 

unopposed.  

 
8) Staff presentation - Summer Beach Litter Abatement (Attachment C). 

• Beau Hawksford provided an overview of County’s standard litter abatement program, 

which includes working with Downtown Streets Team in North County and Watsonville 

Works in South County to provide litter collection services. The presentation also included 

news on the expansion of Downtown Streets service area with the acquisition of a new 

passenger van and outlined the ways in which program and collection services are 

increased from May to October when beach usage increases.  

 

9) Staff presentation – EPS Foam recycling (Attachment D) 

• Darcy Pruitt provided a detailed presentation on EPS Foam recycling in northern 

California. The presentation included information on jurisdictions with EPS Foam 

recycling programs, grant opportunities, and recycling partnerships. The presentation also 

included a brief hypothetical cost summary of possible EPS Foam recycling strategies 

using the 13,000 pound weight/volume of EPS Foam recycled by Grey Bears in the 

2022/2023 fiscal year. Several questions were asked by commissioners regarding the costs, 
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including the hypothetical availability of space to conduct the program in rented space. 

Staff also discussed the changes that SB 54 implementation will bring to EPS Foam 

recycling. SB 54  
 

10) Legislative Update – Discussion on influencing State legislation. 

• Staff provided a brief overview of the plastic packaging legislation that was signed into 

law. Staff also provided an update on the battery legislation that is still pending. Staff 

provided a summary of the ways in which commissioners can affect legislation by sending 

personal communications to legislators, working with government associations and other 

advocacy groups to track and lobby on bills. Staff also provided an example of a letter that 

the commission had sponsored to oppose a bill in the 2015 legislative cycle that would 

have increased the cost of Household Hazardous Waste collection and handling.   
 

11) Call for September agenda items:  

• Five Year Review Report Update;  

• Edible Food Recovery;  

• Disaster Debris Management, Climate Change, and Climate Action Plan Collaboration. 
 

12) Adjourn – Meeting adjourned at 4:15pm 
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